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Scene From Clues Answer Key 
Student responses will vary. A strong reconstruction paragraph must include: 

• References to all or most of the provided details: shattered glass, the 
overturned lamp, late-afternoon sunlight, scattered papers, and the partly 
open window. 

• No invented characters, causes, interpretations, or background information. 
• Vivid and precise description based solely on sight, texture, light, or spatial 

arrangement. 
• Concrete sensory language directly connected to the given details. 

 

Teacher's Guide 

Purpose: To help older students learn to reconstruct atmosphere and visual 
context using only verifiable observational clues rather than assumptions or 
invented narrative. 

Teaching Tips: 

• Model how to expand a detail without adding invented information. For 
example, "shattered glass" can be expanded into shape, reflections, or 
distribution. 

• Emphasize that interpretation is limited. Students must not explain who 
caused the scene or why it happened. 

• Encourage students to focus on spatial arrangement, lighting, textures, and 
motion that can be directly inferred from the raw details. 

Differentiation: 

• Provide a list of sensory verbs and vivid adjectives for students who need 
support. 

• Allow students to annotate the detail list before writing to clarify what each 
detail offers. 

Engagement Idea: 

• Turn this into a collaborative warm-up where small groups generate 
observation-based sentences from the same detail list. 


