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Real-Time Notes Answer Key 
Student responses will vary depending on their chosen location. Strong 
paragraphs should include: 

• A clear description of the setting using specific, observable details. 
• Inclusion of at least three categories such as actions, sounds, textures, 

objects, movement, or notable elements. 
• Use of vivid adjectives and precise verbs. 
• Logical paragraph structure with correct punctuation. 
• No assumptions or invented feelings. All information must come from 

observation. 

Example elements that would be considered correct: 

• Sounds such as footsteps, chairs scraping, faint conversations. 
• Actions such as students sorting papers, leaning against lockers, crossing 

the walkway. 
• Concrete descriptions such as chipped paint, harsh overhead lights, 

scattered leaves on pavement. 

 

Teacher's Guide 

Purpose: To strengthen upper-grade students' ability to observe real environments 
and translate those observations into precise, descriptive writing. 

Teaching Tips: 

• Introduce the concept of field notes as fast, raw observations. 

• Emphasize that notes should not include assumptions or interpretations. 

Engagement Ideas: 

• Allow students to choose from multiple observation spots to increase 
ownership. 

• Invite students to pair up and compare notes before writing their 
paragraphs. 

 

 


