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The Silicon Valley

Directions: Read the mini case study about
a U.S. economic region. Then answer the
guided prompts in complete sentences.

Mini Case Study: Silicon Valley

Silicon Valley is one of the most influential economic regions in the United
States. Located in California, it is widely known as a center for technology,
innovation, and startup culture. The region hosts thousands of technology
companies, from small creative teams to major global corporations. Many of
these companies design software, build devices, or develop groundbreaking

digital tools that shape how people communicate, learn, and work.

A major reason Silicon Valley grew so quickly is its combination of strong
universities, skilled workers, and investment opportunities. The nearby research
institutions help develop new ideas, while investors provide money to transform
those ideas into real products. Because of this, Silicon Valley attracts people from
around the world who want to work in careers related to engineering, computer
science, and entrepreneurship. Today, it remains one of the fastest moving and

most competitive economic areas in the country.

1. What kinds of industries are most common in Silicon Valley?
List one reason the region grew into a major economic center.
How do universities and research institutions help the region?

Why do people from around the world come to Silicon Valley?
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In your opinion, what is one possible challenge that comes with working or
living in a fast-growing technology region?
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