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Reflection Sample Answers:

1. Topics are the foundation; themes grow from them. For example, a story’s
topic might be effort, while its theme might be effort builds character even
when results are slow.

2. "Persistence pays off in the end” best expresses the main message of
perseverance stories.

3. Knowing the difference helps readers move beyond what happened in the
story to what the author wants them to understand about life.

Teacher Notes / Guide

Objective: Students will distinguish between topic (what the story is about) and
theme (what the story teaches). This skill builds comprehension and analytical
depth for Close Reading and literary interpretation.

Teaching Tips:
e Begin by showing how a single topic can lead to multiple themes.

o Topic: Perseverance
o Themes: Hard work brings growth, Determination overcomes fear,
Patience leads to progress.

e Encourage students to notice that themes are full-sentence ideas—not
single words.
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