Name

Civil Rights Strategies Answer Key

Sample student reasoning (responses may vary):

1. Nonviolence was effective because it gained national sympathy and forced
lawmakers to act.

2. Nonviolence exposed the cruelty of segregationists, but self-defense
reflected frustration with slow change.

3. Many saw nonviolence as the moral path, yet self-defense leaders like
Malcolm X argued it preserved dignity.

4. Both strategies sought freedom-nonviolence built unity and reform, while self-
defense empowered resistance.

Teacher's Guide

e Obijective: Encourage students to analyze and evaluate differing Civil
Rights strategies using historical reasoning and evidence. Strengthen
persuasive writing and empathy for multiple perspectives.

e Engagement Tips:

o Start with a short video orimage comparison of Martin Luther King Jr.
and Malcolm X to frame the debate.

o Divide the class into two groups: one representing nonviolence and
one self-defense. After writing, hold a mini-debate.

o Emphasize respect for both perspectives as part of understanding
the era’'s complexity.

o Differentiation:

o Support: Provide key vocabulary (e.g., boycott, retaliation, protest,
injustice).

o Challenge: Ask advanced students to reference specific events-such
as the Montgomery Bus Boycott or the formation of the Black Panther
Party-to support their arguments.

e Extension Ideas:

o0 Have students write a reflective paragraph titled "If | Were a Leader
in 1965..." choosing a strategy and defending it.

o Compare 1960s Civil Rights tactics to modern movements for social
change.

o Connect with language arts by analyzing tone and persuasive
techniques in MLK's speeches versus Malcolm X's addresses.
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