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Media And The West 
Directions: Choose a modern movie, TV show, song, or 
video game that includes the American Frontier or Wild 
West. Read the passage below. Then respond to the 
analysis questions using examples from both the text and 
your chosen piece of media. 

 

The Frontier in Today’s Entertainment 

Even long after the closing of the frontier, the Wild West remains a powerful 
theme in American entertainment. Modern films, shows, and games often 
highlight dramatic gunfights, daring outlaws, and rugged cowboys who face 
danger with courage. These stories shape how audiences imagine the West, even 
if they have never studied the real history behind it. 

However, entertainment frequently leaves out the everyday struggles of 
frontier life, such as the exhausting work of cattle drives or the challenges of 
building communities from the ground up. Some portrayals also ignore the 
experiences of Native American tribes and the major impact westward expansion 
had on their lands and cultures. As a result, media sometimes celebrates a mythic 
version of the West—adventurous but incomplete. 

 

1. What type of media did you choose, and what is its title? 
2. How does the media portray the Wild West? List two specific examples 

from characters, plots, or visuals. 
3. According to the passage, what aspects of real frontier life are often left 

out of entertainment portrayals? 
4. Describe one difference between the media version and real history as 

explained in the passage. 
5. Why might media creators choose to focus more on adventure and 

excitement than everyday struggles? 
6. Reflection: Do you think media should show more accurate history, or is 

it acceptable to focus on entertainment? Explain your reasoning with 
evidence or examples. 

 


