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Dream Formulas Answer Key

Answers will vary. Correct responses should:

e Clearly explain how each pair of ideas can help people reach success or
fairness in America.

e Connectthe equation to core values like opportunity, equality, innovation,
and progress.

¢ In the student-created equation, the explanation must show a meaningful
connection to the American Dream.

Example acceptable ideas:

1. Hard work and education help people open doors to better jobs and
futures.

2. Freedom and laws that protect rights allow everyone a fair chance to
succeed.

3. New ideas lead to inventions or improvements that can help society grow.

4. People working together with bravery can make positive changes.

Teacher's Guide

e Warm-Up Activity: Ask students to define "equation” in math and compare
it to how ideas can "add up" in life.
e Differentiation:
- Provide sentence starters for developing writers ("This equation
means that...").
- Encourage advanced students to reference real people or events
that match the equation.
e Engagement Tips:
- Invite students to share their original equations and vote on which
ones best represent the American Dream today.
- Use small groups to brainstorm values that contribute to success and
fairness.
e Extension Ideas:
- Students design posters illustrating their equation with historical
examples.
- Connect equations to historical documents like the Declaration of
Independence or Bill of Rights that support opportunity and equality.
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