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Dreams Through Time Answer Key 
1. Early America 

2. Today 

3. Early America 

4. Today 

5. Early America 

6. Today 

7. Early America (though still 
partly Today, focus on 
historical context) 

8. Today 

9. Early America 

10. Today 

 

Teacher's Guide 

• Target Skill: Understanding historical change in values and cultural beliefs 

about success in America. 

• Suggested Introduction: Briefly discuss what the term "American Dream" 

means and how it can differ for different people. 

• Differentiation: 

- Provide sentence starters for struggling writers (e.g., "In the past, 

success meant..."). 

- Challenge advanced students to include a real historical example in 

their short response. 

• Engagement Tips: 

- Ask students to interview a family member about what success 

meant when they were young. 

- Encourage students to share personal dreams and connect them to 

broader historical themes. 

• Extension Ideas: 

- Create a mini-poster illustrating what the American Dream might look 

like in the future. 

- Add a timeline showing how major events changed Americans' goals 

(e.g., Industrial Revolution, Civil Rights Movement). 


