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Cultural Crossing 
Directions: Read the informative passage. Highlight 
key ideas in one color and less important details in 
another. Then write a short summary using only the 
essential information. 

 

Each spring, people from around the world travel to Kyoto, Japan, to see 

the famous cherry blossoms. The blossoms, called sakura, only last for a short time, 

which makes them even more special. Families and friends gather in parks to 

enjoy picnics under the pink trees. This tradition is known as hanami, which means 

flower viewing. Many visitors also explore historic temples, sample seasonal 

desserts, and take photos of the petals floating across rivers. Even though the city 

becomes crowded during this season, people value the peaceful beauty and 

cultural importance of the blossoms. 

 

Write Your Summary 

Use only the essential information and write three to four sentences. 
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