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Abstract Builder Answer Key 
Sample Scientific Abstract: Rising global temperatures are causing permafrost to 

thaw in cold regions. Thawing activates microorganisms that decompose buried 

organic matter and release methane and carbon dioxide. Because methane 

traps large amounts of heat, this process may accelerate climate warming 

through a reinforcing feedback loop. 

 

Teacher's Guide 

• This worksheet builds high level scientific summarizing and abstract writing 

skills. 

• Emphasize that a scientific summary must be objective, precise, and 

process focused. 

• For differentiation, allow some students to first list the cause, process, and 

effect before writing the abstract. 

• For engagement, have students compare abstracts and identify which 

best captures the core mechanism. 

• For extension, students can research a second climate feedback example 

and write a matching abstract. 

• Encourage students to remove all emotion, opinion, and descriptive 

language during revision. 

• Reinforce that an effective abstract answers what happened, how it 

happened, and why it matters. 

 

 

 


