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Five W’s Finder 
Good readers can answer the Five W’s to 
understand the important parts of a story: 

• Who - the main characters 
• What - the main event or problem 
• Where - the setting 
• When - the time it happens 
• Why - the reason or purpose behind the events 

 

The Lost Library Book 

Samantha carried her backpack to school and realized she had forgotten 
to return her library book. It was due that day, and she worried she might get a 
late fee. During recess, she asked her teacher if she could call home. Luckily, her 
dad was able to drop the book off before the end of the day. Samantha happily 
returned it to the library, relieved she wouldn’t lose her good record. 

 

Five W’s Chart 
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