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Geographic Crossroads Answer Key 

Because this is a critical thinking task, answers will vary. Strong responses should 
include points such as: 

• Benefits include access to healthcare, education, markets, and 
transportation. 

• Negative impacts include deforestation, habitat loss, cultural disruption, 
and increased outside influence. 

• Additional information may include environmental studies, community 
opinions, long-term economic effects, and potential alternatives. 

• Possible compromises include building a smaller route, using eco-friendly 
construction methods, or developing river or air transport instead. 

• Final decisions should show clear reasoning that weighs both benefits and 
risks. 

 

Teacher's Guide 

• This scenario encourages students to examine real-world decision-making 
in a South American context. 

• Ideal for grades 9 to 12 as a discussion starter or written assessment. 

• Encourage evidence-based reasoning rather than quick opinions. 

Differentiation Tips 

• Allow advanced learners to research similar real-world cases in the 
Amazon. 

• Offer opportunities for students to brainstorm in small groups before writing 
individually. 

Engagement Ideas 

• Hold a classroom debate where students represent different stakeholders 
such as residents, environmental scientists, or government leaders. 

• Display maps of the Amazon Basin so students can visualize the geographic 
challenges. 

• Have students rank the potential benefits and risks and defend their 
rankings. 


