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Blurb To Main Idea 
Directions: Skim the four short blurbs below. 
Don’t read every word; focus on who or what 
each one is mainly about. Then, look at the 
list of main ideas. Match each blurb (1-4) with 

the main idea (A-D) that best summarizes its overall message. Remember: the 
main idea is not a small detail. It’s the big picture that ties the sentences together. 

 

A. Recycling helps the environment by reducing waste and conserving resources. 

B. The cheetah is built for speed and is the fastest land animal on Earth. 

C. Bees play an important role in pollination and maintaining healthy food 
supplies. 

D. The Great Wall of China is a historic structure built for protection and lasting 
legacy. 

 

______1. The cheetah is the world’s fastest land animal, capable of reaching 
speeds up to 70 miles per hour. It uses bursts of speed to chase prey across open 
grasslands. Its long legs, slender body, and flexible spine make it built for running. 

______2. The Great Wall of China stretches over 13,000 miles and was built to 
protect ancient China from invasions. Workers used stones, bricks, and packed 
earth to form this massive barrier. Today, it remains one of the most famous 
landmarks on Earth. 

______3. Bees are essential pollinators that help plants grow and produce food. 
Without bees, many crops like apples, almonds, and blueberries would struggle 
to survive. Beekeepers around the world protect hives to support healthy 
ecosystems. 

______4. Recycling helps reduce waste and conserve natural resources. By reusing 
materials like paper, glass, and plastic, people can limit pollution and save 
energy. Small daily choices can make a big difference for the planet. 

 

 


