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Too Many Cooks Spoil the Prompt Answer Key 
 

Classification of Instructions 

1. Make the story about a pirate who is brave but also very cowardly. 
Essential. This sets the main character and personality traits. 

2. Keep the story short, around 200 words, but also make sure it is long 
enough to feel detailed, like 500 words. 
Confusing. The word count instructions contradict each other (200 vs. 500). 

3. Use exciting action scenes with sword fights and treasure hunts. 
Essential. This adds clear direction for the story’s content. 

4. End the story with a surprising twist. 
Essential. This gives the story a specific structure and ending requirement. 

5. Write it like a poem in rhyming couplets, but also like a news article 
reporting real events. 
Confusing. These two styles clash and are nearly impossible to combine 
effectively. 

6. Include at least two supporting characters who help the pirate on their 
journey. 
Optional. This adds depth but isn’t necessary for the story to make sense. 

 

 

 

 


