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Timed Fluency Focus Answer Key 
Each sentence should be read as written, with accuracy in pronunciation and 
phrasing. Errors to watch for include misread words, skipped phrases, or loss of 
expression. 
 

Examples of acceptable completions within 30 seconds: 

• Emerging readers: 6-9 sentences accurately. 

• Fluent readers: 10-14 sentences accurately. 

• Advanced readers: 15-20 sentences with full expression. 

 

Teacher Notes / Guide 

Objective: To help students build sentence-level fluency through timed reading 
practice that emphasizes accuracy, phrasing, and expression before speed. 

Implementation Tips: 

• Use a timer or stopwatch for 30 seconds. 
• Model one stack aloud to demonstrate steady pacing and clear 

pronunciation. 
• Emphasize that the goal is not to rush but to sound smooth, accurate, and 

expressive. 
• Have students repeat the same stack twice to track progress. 

Scoring Tip: Mark the final sentence reached in 30 seconds on each attempt. 
Count only sentences read without major errors toward the total. 

Differentiation Ideas: 

• For struggling readers, shorten the stack to 10 sentences. 
• For advanced readers, extend the time to 45 seconds or use more 

complex sentences. 
• Pair students to time and record each other for a peer coaching 

approach. 

Extension Activity: Ask students to choose three sentences from the stack and 
practice reading them as a short mini performance, varying tone and 
expression. 


