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Expressive Tag Reading Answer Key 
Sample Responses 

1. Lines like “Wow, really? You shouldn’t have!” were funniest when read 
sarcastically; “Remind me to thank destiny…” worked best when read 
sincerely. 

2. Changing tone helped clarify emotion and intent. Sarcasm showed 
humor, sincerity showed honesty, and excitement created energy. 

3. Students may say excited was easiest because it uses expressive volume 
and quick pacing. 

4. Practicing tone shifts improved vocal control, expression, and 
adaptability, key elements of fluent reading. 

Teacher’s Guide / Notes 

• Objective: To build expressive fluency through tone variation, helping 
students interpret emotion, pacing, and intent in dialogue. 

• Before Reading: 
o Model how tone changes affect meaning. Example: read “You’re 

late again” in three tones: sarcastic, sincere, and excited. 
o Define each tone clearly and list vocal cues (e.g., sarcasm = 

exaggerated pitch, sincerity = steady voice, excitement = faster 
pace). 

• During Reading: 
o Use a hand signal, callout, or bell to “tag” students mid-line for tone 

shifts. 
o Encourage laughter and experimentation. Fluency grows through 

play. 
• After Reading: 

o Discuss which tone was most effective for specific lines and why. 
o Reinforce that fluency involves flexibility and expression, not just 

speed or accuracy. 
• Extension Options: 

o Have groups perform the same scene but assign a dominant tone 
(e.g., everyone reads in sarcasm) for comic effect. 

o Encourage advanced students to add emotion tags to their own 
scripts (e.g., “(sarcastic pause)”) for peer performances. 


