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In The Director’s Seat Answer Key 
Sample Responses 

1. Sample: “I read Rina, using a cheerful and upbeat tone to sound like a TV 
host.” 

2. “I used a rising pitch and quick pacing to show Rina’s excitement and 
keep the energy high.” 

3. “During the line ‘Bakers, you have thirty minutes!’, I raised my volume to 
create urgency and drama.” 

4. “Next time, I could slow down between sentences to sound more like a 
real announcer and less rushed.” 

Teacher’s Guide / Notes 

• Objective: To help students reflect on how vocal expression, tone, and 
pacing affect character portrayal and reading fluency. 

• Before Reading: 
o Explain how professional actors use their voices as tools to 

communicate personality and emotion. 
o Model one line in two different tones to show how meaning shifts with 

delivery. 
• During Reading: 

o Encourage students to annotate the script with tone cues (e.g., 
“sarcastic,” “excited,” “calm”). 

o Have pairs practice twice: once neutrally and once with full 
expression to compare differences. 

• After Reading: 
o Guide students through the reflection questions orally before writing. 
o Emphasize that fluency includes expression, accuracy, and 

emotional understanding, not just speed. 
• Extension Options: 

o Record performances and have students self-assess their expression. 
o Assign a “director” in each group to give brief feedback on fluency 

and tone. 
o Challenge advanced students to rewrite one line using stage 

directions that show intended delivery (e.g., “(proudly)” or 
“(whispering nervously)”). 


