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Schwa Sound Check Answer Key 
Circle all of these words: 

• bacon (a = schwa) 

• melody (o = schwa) 

• family (i = schwa) 

• cactus (u = schwa) 

• labor (o = schwa) 

• cabin (i = schwa) 

• tiger (e = schwa) 

• robot (first o = schwa) 

• lemon (e = schwa) 

• dragon (o = schwa) 

• major (o = schwa) 

• camera (e = schwa) 

• salad (a = schwa) 

• pilot (i = schwa) 

Words that are not schwa: 

• tapped (e is regular short e) 

• panic (vowels pronounced 

clearly)

 

Teacher's Guide 

• Review the schwa as the vowel sound that often sounds like uh and 

appears in unstressed syllables. 

• Read several words aloud and have students echo them, noticing which 

vowels sound strong and which sound weaker. 

• Support learners by modeling how to tap out syllables to identify which part 

of the word is unstressed. 

• For extension, ask students to sort the schwa words by which vowel letter 

spells the schwa or to write a short sentence using three schwa words from 

the list. 

 


