Name

Liberty Lessons Answer Key

Possible Response

The Salem Witch Trials show that when fear controls a community, people lose the
freedom to think or believe differently. Anyone who acted or believed outside
what others considered "normal” risked being accused and punished. Instead of
respecting different ideas, the town reacted with suspicion and panic. This
teaches us that protecting freedom of thought is important so that fear does not
lead to injustice.

Teacher's Guide

Skill Focus:

(0]
(0]

Reflective writing and historical interpretation
Connecting themes of liberty and fear to a specific historical event

Before Writing:

(0]

(0]

Discuss examples of "difference” in Salem (religious beliefs, behavior,
status).

Clarify "freedom of thought" as the right to hold your own ideas
without punishment.

Writing Support:

(0]
(0]

Provide a planning organizer for students who need structure.
Offer sentence starters such as:

= "The Salem Witch Trials teach us that..."

» "Fear of difference can lead to..."

= "Protecting freedom of thought is important because..."

Engagement Strategies:

(0]
(0]

Quick pair discussion before writing: "Who was targeted and why?"
Collect anonymous one-sentence takeaways to share aloud
afterward.

Extension ldeas:

o

Compare Salem to another historical moment when fear led to loss
of freedom, such as the Red Scare.
Ask students to create a class poster on how to support freedom of
expression in their own community.
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