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How Headlines Hook, Hype, and Sometimes Hide the Truth Answer Key 

Round 1: Tech Trouble 

Correct Answer: D. “Robots Are Taking Over Hospitals — Should Humans Even 
Bother?” 

Why: This headline uses exaggeration (“taking over”), fear language, and 
sarcasm (“should humans even bother?”). It presents AI as a threat rather than 
reporting a fact. The tone is emotional and sensational, not neutral. 

Discussion Point: Encourage students to notice how fear-based or dramatic 
phrasing grabs attention but oversimplifies complex issues. 

 

Round 2: School Smarts 

Correct Answer: C. “Lazy Students Now Let Chatbots Do Their Homework” 

Why: This headline unfairly labels students as “lazy” and implies all AI use is 
cheating. It’s judgmental and emotionally charged rather than factual. 

Discussion Point: Talk about loaded words like “lazy” and how they make 
readers judge people rather than understand an issue. Ask students what a 
fairer headline might sound like (e.g., “Students Rely on AI Tools for Homework 
Help”). 

 

Round 3: Environment Edition 

Correct Answer: C. “Tech Giants Pretend to Care About the Planet With Fake 
Green Apps” 

Why: This headline assumes intent (“pretend to care”) and uses emotional 
language like “fake” and “giants,” which casts suspicion and anger. It’s clearly 
one-sided and biased. 

Discussion Point: Bias often sneaks in through assumed motives. Discuss how 
factual headlines focus on actions or data instead of guessing why someone 
did something. 


