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Respectful Disagreement Answer Key

Sample respectful responses:

1. "lunderstand your point, but | think students should have the freedom to
express themselves through clothing.”

2. "l see what you mean, but phones can be distracting, so maybe we
could have short breaks for using them instead.”

3. "You're right that sometimes it's unfair, but group work can teach
teamwork if everyone shares responsibilities.”

4. "I get that homework can be stressful, but it can also help students
review what they learned."

5. "That sounds fun, but | think some areas might not be safe or clean
enough for eating."

Teacher's Guide

e Obijective: Build students' ability to express opinions confidently, listen
actively, and disagree respectfully using structured debate prompts.
¢ Differentiation Tips:
o Model an example debate before starting the activity.
o Provide a list of respectful debate starters such as "That's a good
point, but..." or "l think differently because..."
o For nonverbal students, allow written debates or text-based
exchanges.
e Engagement ldeas:
o Hold short "mini-debates" where each student gives one respectful
argument.
o Encourage students to switch sides halfway through to practice
empathy and perspective-taking.
o Use a'"kind debate voice" challenge to reward calm and polite tone.
e Extension Activities:
0 Have students create their own debate topics relevant to school or
community issues.
0 Record debates and have peers identify examples of respectful
disagreement.
0 Lead a reflection discussion: "How did it feel to be listened to
respectfully?"
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