Name

Uncommon Connections Answer Key

1. Ephemeral - E. Short-lived or lasting only a brief fime
Lugubrious - H. Mournful, gloomy, or overly sad
Obfuscate - G. To make something confusing or unclear
Quixotic - D. Dreamy, unrealistic, or overly idealistic
Acrimonious - F. Bitter or sharp in tone or manner
Pulchritudinous - A. Extremely beautiful or physically attractive

Ubiquitous - B. Existing or appearing everywhere at once
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Vociferous - C. Loud and passionate in expressing opinions

Teacher's Guide

e Purpose: This activity helps students recognize and retain rare or advanced
vocabulary words often seen in literature, debates, and academic writing.

o Teaching Tips:

o Read a few words aloud dramatically and have students infer
meanings before revealing the choices.

o Discuss how root words or prefixes (like ob- or voc-) provide clues to
meaning.

o Differentiation:
o Support: Offer simplified synonyms or visual aids.

o Enrichment: Challenge advanced learners to write short sentences
or micro-stories using all eight words correctly.

« Engagement Ildea: Turn it info a "Word Duel' game where students "battle"
by explaining a word's meaning faster than their partner.

e Extension Activity: Encourage students to find one rare word in their next
independent reading and share its definition and usage with the class.
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