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The Rare Narrative Answer Key 
Sample Response 

Note: Answers will vary. Below is a model example showing correct use of all 
eight rare words. 

The traveler marveled at the luminous ruins that shimmered like stars beneath the 
desert sky. His discovery was pure serendipity, found after years of endless 
wandering. Yet the pathways were labyrinthine, twisting through shadows that 
seemed alive. The wind whispered a mellifluous tune, sweet yet haunting, guiding 
him forward. He fought fatigue with sheer tenacity, determined not to give up 
before uncovering the city's secret. Suddenly, strange markings appeared on the 
wall-symbols meant to obfuscate the truth rather than reveal it. The light began 
to fade, an ephemeral glow vanishing into darkness. And when he looked back, 
the entire city seemed ubiquitous, reflected in every grain of sand as though it 
had never truly left. 

 

Teacher's Guide 

• Purpose: This creative challenge helps students apply rare vocabulary in 
meaningful, contextual writing, strengthening comprehension, word recall, 
and stylistic fluency. 

• Teaching Tips: 
1. Discuss each word's definition and origin before writing to ensure 

comprehension. 
2. Encourage students to brainstorm sentence ideas for each word first, 

then connect them into a cohesive narrative. 
• Differentiation: 

1. Support: Provide sentence stems or allow students to use only 5 of the 
8 rare words. 

2. Challenge: Require students to weave all 8 words naturally into a 
story under 150 words. 

• Engagement Idea: Host a "Rare Word Story Slam" where students read their 
pieces dramatically to the class, and peers guess which rare word was 
hardest to fit in. 

• Extension Activity: Ask students to highlight the rare words, then replace 
each with a simpler synonym to compare tone and precision. 


