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Emergency Room for Broken Prompts Answer Key 
Broken Prompt #1 - "Explain stuff about space." Fixes: 

1. "Explain how stars are formed in space, step by step." 
o Narrowed focus to one process, requests clear structure. 

2. "Summarize the main differences between planets, stars, and galaxies in 
simple terms for a middle schooler." 

o Adds comparison + audience guidance. 
3. "Write a one-paragraph explanation of black holes, including what they 

are and how they affect nearby objects." 
o Specific topic + length + details. 

Broken Prompt #2 - "Tell me about history." Fixes: 
1. "Explain the causes and effects of the American Civil War in three short 

paragraphs." 
o Topic + structure. 

2. "Give a timeline of the most important inventions of the 20th century, with 
brief notes on their impact." 

o Format + narrowed scope. 
3. "Write a short speech as if you are Martin Luther King Jr. explaining why 

nonviolent protest matters." 
o Creative twist + historical accuracy. 

 
Broken Prompt #3 - "Write something about animals." Fixes: 

1. "Compare the hunting strategies of lions and wolves, focusing on 
teamwork." 

o Comparison + focus on behavior. 
2. "Write a fun fact sheet about penguins for elementary school kids." 

o Audience + format. 
3. "Explain how animals adapt to survive in deserts, giving at least three 

examples." 
o Specific environment + requirement. 

 
Broken Prompt #4 - "Give me advice." Fixes: 

1. "Give me five practical study tips to prepare for a big test." 
o Scope + number. 

2. "Write friendly advice for someone nervous about their first day at a new 
school." 

o Tone + scenario. 
3. "Provide step-by-step advice for saving money on a small weekly budget." 

o Specific goal + structured answer. 


