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Amendment Tug-of-War 
Directions: Read the questions below about the 18th 
and 21st Amendments. Use thoughtful, complete 
sentences as you explain how each amendment 
affected personal freedom and what these changes 
reveal about democracy in the United States. 

 

1. How did the 18th Amendment restrict people's freedoms? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why did many Americans support banning alcohol at first? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What problems did the 21st Amendment try to solve when it repealed 
Prohibition? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How does the repeal of the 18th Amendment show that laws in a 
democracy can change over time? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

5. In your own words, explain what the Prohibition Amendments reveal 
about the balance between public good and personal choice. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 


