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Suffrage Source Study Answer Key

1. The pamphletis a Primary Source.

o Historians value it because it provides direct evidence of how
suffragists expressed their ideas and persuaded others at the time.

2. The speech recording is a Primary Source.

o It allows researchers to experience the exact words and emotional
delivery of a suffragist, offering insight into how messages were
communicated.

3. The history book is a Secondary Source.

o Itis helpful because it gives context, connects events, and explains
broader historical patterns beyond what one pamphlet or speech
can show.

4. The online article is a Secondary Source.

o It helps by analyzing differences among states, giving Elena
interpretations and explanations that primary sources alone might
not reveal.

5. Using both together strengthens research.

o Primary sources provide raw, firsthand evidence, while secondary
sources help interpret and connect those details. Together, they give
both authentic voices from the past and modern understanding of
larger historical trends.

Teacher’s Notes:

« This activity focuses on critical reasoning, not just labeling. Students must
explain why a researcher would use each type of source.

« Encourage students to go beyond “it’s primary/secondary” and think
about the purpose of each source.

e Extension idea: Have students pick a topic they’re studying and write one
example of a primary source and one secondary source they could use,
along with why each would matter.
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