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Shifting Poland Answer Key

1. Poland's territory was ruled by different empires, which influenced
language, education, architecture, and daily life.

2. Different regions had been governed by different powers for over a
century, leaving behind unique cultural and architectural fraits.

3. Many cities were destroyed, populations displaced, and rebuilt with new
architectural styles.

4. Examples include German style buildings in the west, traditional Polish
squares in the center, or royal influences in Krakow.

5. Answers will vary but should mention understanding identity, culture, history,
or how geography and events shape societies.

Teacher's Guide
Purpose

e Helps students connect geography with historical events that shaped
Poland.

« Builds analytical reading skills suitable for grades 7 to 12.

e Encourages students to identify cultural and spatial patterns created by
shifting borders.

Differentiation Tips

« Allow advanced students to write an additional paragraph comparing
Poland's historical geography to another European country that
experienced border changes.

o Offer a vocabulary preview of words like independence, displacement,
resilience, and cultural landscape.

Engagement Ideas

« Invite students tfo discuss how borders can affect culture in their own lives
or communities.

e Use short primary source excerpts such as quotes from people living during
different eras to spark deeper discussion.
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