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Shifting Poland 
Directions: Read the passage about Poland's 
historical geography, then answer the analysis 
questions. Keep your answers thoughtful and clear. 

 

How Changing Borders Shaped Poland 

Poland's cultural landscape has been shaped by centuries of shifting 
borders, foreign rule, and the resilience of its people. In the late 1700s, Poland 
disappeared from the map when powerful neighbors divided its lands. During this 
period, Polish communities were ruled by different empires, which influenced 
education, language, architecture, and daily life. After World War One, Poland 
regained independence, bringing together regions that had been shaped by 
different governments for more than a century. 

World War Two brought another period of upheaval. Cities were destroyed, 
populations were displaced, and Poland's borders moved again after the war. 
Many communities were rebuilt with new architectural styles influenced by both 
local traditions and outside powers. Today, Poland's cultural geography reflects 
layers of history. You can see German style buildings in the west, traditional Polish 
town squares in the center, and former royal influences in cities like Krakow. The 
country's diverse landscape is a reminder of how geography and history connect 
to shape identity. 

 

1. How did Poland's cultural landscape change when the country was 
divided in the late 1700s? 

2. Why did regions of Poland look different from one another when the 
country regained independence after World War One? 

3. Describe one way World War Two affected Poland's cities or communities. 

4. Give one example of how Poland's modern geography shows evidence of 
historical influences. 

5. In your opinion, why is it important to study how borders and wars shape 
cultural landscapes? 

 


