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Clocktower Pattern Answer Key 
Q1. How many lines? 

• 10 lines. 

Q2. Rhyme scheme: 

• ABAB CDCD EE. 

Q3. Poetic form: 

• The poem is written in a sonnet-like form, though shortened (10 lines instead 

of the traditional 14). It resembles a variation of a sonnet with a closing 

rhymed couplet. 

Q4. How does structure reinforce meaning? 

• The structured rhyme and rhythm mirror the regular tolling of the clocktower 

bell, emphasizing the theme of time’s steady, unchanging nature. 

Q5. Bonus (answers will vary): 

• Rewriting in free verse would make the poem feel less controlled and more 

reflective, but it might lose the sense of order that matches the clock’s 

rhythm. 

 

Teacher Notes: 

• Point out that not all poems fit perfectly into one form; variations exist. 

• Emphasize that identifying form helps students see how structure connects 

to theme. 

• Extension idea: Give students multiple short poems (e.g., a haiku, a limerick, 

a free verse stanza) and ask them to sort by form. 


