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Teacher's Guide

e« Review the percent error formula before students begin and work
through one example together.

« Remind students to subtract first, take the absolute value, divide by the
actual value, then multiply by 100%.

e Encourage students to round only their final answer to the nearest
tenth of a percent.

e Provide a calculator for students who need support with decimal
division while keeping the focus on the formula.

e Challenge advanced students to explain whether each measurement is
an overestimate or an underestimate in addition to finding the percent
error.

» Have students create two original actual and measured value pairs for
a classmate to solve.

e« Discuss why percent error is useful in science, engineering, and
everyday measurements.
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