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Teacher's Guide

e Review the percent error formula and emphasize that the actual value
is always the denominator.

« Remind students to find the absolute difference before dividing.

« Encourage students to estimate whether the percent error should be
less than 5% or greater than 5% before calculating.

e Provide calculators if the instructional focus is applying the formula
rather than long division.

e Have students identify which measuring tool produced the most
accurate result by finding the smallest percent error.

o Ask students to discuss why different tools may produce different levels
of accuracy.

o Extend the lesson by having students measure classroom objects with
real tools, compare their measurements to a reference value, and
calculate the percent error.
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