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Breaking Harbor News Answer Key 
• Radio Broadcast Example: 

"This is Honolulu, and the sky is filled with enemy planes! Explosions thunder 
across the harbor as smoke clouds rise from the battleships. The USS Arizona 
has been hit, and chaos fills the air. Civilians are taking shelter, and brave 
servicemen are firing back with all they have. America faces a shocking 
morning, but the spirit of our people will not fall." 

• Headline Example: "Horror Strikes Hawaii: U.S. Under Attack" 

• Closing Line Example: "Even in the darkest hour, the light of freedom burns 
bright." 

 

Teacher's Guide: 

• Purpose: Strengthen skills in perspective writing, tone, and historical 
empathy. 

• Differentiation Tips: 

o For Grades 7-8: Provide key vocabulary (e.g., broadcast, harbor, 
fleet, declaration). 

o For Grades 9-10: Challenge students to add quotations or emotional 
commentary consistent with 1940s journalism style. 

• Engagement Idea: Play an authentic 1941 radio clip or display a real 
newspaper headline before students write. 

• Extension Activities: 

o Have students rewrite their piece for a modern social media post 
("Breaking news" tweet or live feed). 

o Invite peer feedback on how effectively each student balanced 
emotion and historical accuracy. 

o Encourage reflection on how news reporting influences public 
reaction during national crises. 

 


