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Anthem Insights Answer Key 
1. The line captures a moment of relief and hope as daylight reveals what 

remains after a night of battle. 

2. The stripes and stars stand for unity and freedom; their endurance shows 
the nation's strength. 

3. The flag streaming bravely symbolizes courage and the determination to 
stand firm. 

4. The explosions and light reveal both destruction and proof of resistance 
and endurance. 

5. Seeing the flag "still there" proves survival and symbolizes the nation's 
perseverance. 

6. The question expresses both pride and uncertainty about the nation's 
ongoing freedom. 

7. The final line celebrates America's ideals of liberty, courage, and national 
pride. 

 

Teacher's Guide 

• Differentiation Tips: 

o Grades 6-7: Read the lines aloud and discuss imagery before writing 
interpretations. 

o Grades 8-9: Encourage deeper analysis of historical context and 
emotional tone. 

o Grades 10-12: Extend into a full literary analysis or personal reflection 
essay about symbolism and patriotism. 

• Engagement Ideas: 

o Play a recording of "The Star-Spangled Banner" and have students 
underline lines that move them most. 

o Discuss how Francis Scott Key's perspective during the battle 
influenced the anthem's tone. 


