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Coastal Impacts 
Directions: Read the analysis prompt and 
answer the questions. Then write a short 
reflection based on what you learned. 

 

Human Activity on the Pacific 

The Pacific Ocean connects many coastal regions that depend on it for 

work, travel, and resources. Tourism brings visitors to beaches, coral reefs, and 

island cultures. This can support local businesses but may also put pressure on the 

environment through pollution or overcrowding. Fishing provides food and jobs 

for millions, but overfishing can damage ecosystems and reduce wildlife 

populations. Trade routes stretch across the Pacific, allowing ships to carry goods 

between Asia, Oceania, and the Americas. These routes help economies grow 

but can increase risks such as oil spills, coastal traffic, and habitat disruption. 

Understanding how human activity shapes the Pacific is important for 

protecting both people and the environment. 

 

1. Explain one positive effect and one negative effect of tourism on Pacific 
coastal regions. 

2. Why is overfishing a concern for Pacific ecosystems? 

3. How do Pacific trade routes support the economies of countries around 
the ocean? 

4. What is one environmental risk linked to increased ship traffic? 

 

Reflection Prompt: Write a short paragraph (4 to 6 sentences) reflecting on how 
human activity affects the Pacific Ocean. Include your thoughts on what people, 
communities, or governments could do to reduce harm while still benefiting from 
the ocean's resources. 


