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Notes Of Courage 
Directions: Read the passage carefully. Answer each 
question in complete sentences. Focus on the 
character’s thoughts, actions, or feelings. Use 
evidence from the passage to justify your answers. 

The Last Note 

Sofia sat at the piano long after her lesson had ended. Her teacher had 
praised her progress, but Sofia still felt uncertain about the upcoming recital. She 
worried that she might forget the notes or freeze on stage. Closing her eyes, she 
remembered the reason she started playing: her grandmother’s favorite song. 
Thinking of her grandmother’s smile gave her courage. Sofia decided to practice 
the song one more time before leaving. Each note sounded shaky at first, but 
then smoother as her confidence grew. By the end, she felt proud, knowing that 
even if she made mistakes, she was playing for someone she loved. 

1. Why did Sofia feel uncertain about the recital? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How did remembering her grandmother help Sofia? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What do Sofia’s actions at the piano show about her determination? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How do you think Sofia felt at the end of the passage, and why? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What lesson can be learned from Sofia’s reflection on her performance? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 


