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Midnight Glow 
Directions: Read the passage and answer the questions in complete 
sentences. Focus on why the character acted a certain way. Use 
details from the passage to explain your answers. 

The Midnight Lantern 

Eli tiptoed through the dark hallway, holding an old lantern he had found 
in the attic. His parents had told him to go to bed, but he couldn’t resist exploring. 
The lantern flickered as he pushed open the creaky door to the backyard. He 
wanted to see if the rumors about fireflies glowing brightest at midnight were true. 
When he reached the garden, dozens of tiny lights danced above the flowers. Eli 
gasped with delight, forgetting all about the late hour. Suddenly, he heard his 
mother’s voice calling from the window. Eli hurried back inside, hiding the lantern 
under his jacket, determined to keep his midnight discovery a secret. 

1. Why did Eli sneak out of bed instead of staying in his room? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What motivated Eli to bring the lantern with him? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why did Eli feel delighted when he saw the fireflies? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why do you think Eli hid the lantern when his mother called him? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What do Eli’s choices in the story tell you about his personality? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 


