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Oceania’s Roots Answer Key 
1. To pass down knowledge about creation, family, and the environment. 
2. A marae is a traditional meeting house used for gatherings and important 

events. 
3. It helps preserve cultural identity and is taught and spoken to keep the 

language alive. 
4. They honor traditions, protect their lands, and value their cultural histories. 
5. Similarity: Both honor ancestors and maintain cultural traditions. Difference: 

Māori use marae and haka, while Aboriginal Australians use storytelling and 
spiritual connections to the land. 

 

Teacher's Guide 

• Preview key terms such as marae, te reo Māori, and oral tradition before 
reading. 

• Read the text aloud or have students read in pairs to support 
comprehension. 

• Encourage students to highlight evidence in the text to support each 
answer. 

Differentiation Tips 

• Provide sentence starters for students who need support forming complete 
answers. 

• Allow advanced learners to expand on cultural comparisons with 
additional research. 

• Offer a glossary for English language learners to support academic 
vocabulary. 

Engagement Ideas 

• Share short video clips of Aboriginal or Māori art, music, or dance to build 
understanding. 

• Invite students to discuss how traditions in their own communities are 
preserved. 

Extension Activity 

• Have students write a short paragraph comparing Indigenous cultures in 
Oceania with those from another region. 


