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North American Migration 
Directions: Read the informational text below. Then 
answer the analysis questions and complete the reflection 
using clear, thoughtful sentences. 

 

Migration Patterns in North America 

Migration has played an important role in shaping North America for 
thousands of years. Early migration included the movement of Indigenous 
peoples across different regions of the continent as they adapted to climate 
changes, searched for resources, and formed new communities. These migrations 
helped create diverse cultures, languages, and traditions long before modern 
borders existed. 

In later centuries, large waves of migration came from other parts of the 
world. People from Europe, Africa, Asia, and Latin America arrived in search of 
safety, economic opportunities, and new beginnings. Cities and rural areas alike 
changed as new communities formed. This global movement influenced 
languages, foods, customs, and the growth of industries across the continent. 

Today migration continues, shaped by factors such as education, jobs, 
family connections, and climate challenges. Some people move within their own 
country for better opportunities, while others migrate across borders. Modern 
transportation and communication allow people to stay connected to their 
home communities even as they settle in new places. These ongoing movements 
continue to shape North America's culture, economy, and identity. 

Analysis Questions 

1. What were two reasons Indigenous peoples migrated within North America 
in early history? 

2. How did later waves of global migration influence life in North America? 

3. In what ways does modern migration differ from migration in the past? 

4. What factors influence why people migrate today? 

Reflection Prompt: Write a short reflection that explains how migration shapes 
cultures and communities in North America. Include at least two examples from 
the text and one example from your own observations or experiences. 


