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Gesture Meanings Answer Key 
1. It usually means confidence and honesty. 

2. It can be seen as disrespectful or challenging. 

3. It means "good job" or "OK" in the United States but can be rude in parts of 

the Middle East. 

4. In some cultures, smiling is used to hide discomfort or embarrassment. 

5. Understanding differences prevents misunderstandings and helps people 

communicate respectfully. 

 

Teacher's Guide: 

• Review examples of common gestures with students and discuss how 

meanings can change across cultures. 

• Provide visual aids or photos of different gestures for clearer understanding. 

• To differentiate, use simple comparison prompts like "In the U.S., this means 

____. In Japan, it means ____." 

• Encourage group discussion about how to adapt nonverbal 

communication when meeting people from other cultures. 

• Extend the activity by having students research one gesture or facial 

expression and share how its meaning changes around the world. 

 

 

 

 

 


