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Fires Of Unity Answer Key 
Sample "Pro" Argument: Nationalism unified divided states and gave people a 
shared identity. Italy became one nation under Victor Emmanuel II, and Germany 
rose as a major power under Bismarck. These movements replaced foreign 
domination with self-governance and pride. Nationalism strengthened 
economies and built national unity. 

Sample "Con" Argument: Nationalism also caused wars and hostility among 
nations. Bismarck's wars against Austria and France led to bloodshed and later 
tensions that contributed to World War I. Ethnic groups left out of new borders felt 
oppressed, leading to division instead of harmony. Nationalism's passion too often 
turned violent. 

 

Teacher's Guide 

• Differentiation Tips: 
o Offer sentence starters for less confident students (e.g., "Nationalism 

helped/hurt Europe because..."). 
o Allow visual learners to map Italy and Germany's unification 

movements before writing. 
o Encourage advanced students to explore nationalism's role beyond 

Western Europe. 
• Engagement Ideas: 

o Hold a mini-debate where each side presents and rebuts once. 
o Use historical quotes (e.g., from Garibaldi or Bismarck) as evidence 

cards. 
o Have students "vote" at the end on whether nationalism's legacy was 

positive or negative. 
• Extension Activities: 

o Connect nationalism's effects to later global events, such as World 
War I or independence movements. 

o Ask students to compare 19th-century nationalism to modern 
examples in today's world. 

o Assign a brief reflection essay titled "Unity or Division? The Double-
Edged Sword of Nationalism." 

 


