Name

Iron Words Reforged Answer Key
Sample Modern Rewrite:

"Big problems won't be solved by debates or votes-they'll be solved through
action, strength, and courage."

Intent Explanation: Bismarck wanted his listeners to believe that military power and
national determination-not political talk-were the keys to unifying Germany.

Possible Modern Motto: "Unity Through Strength" or "Actions Forge Nations."

Teacher's Guide
« Differentiation Tips:

o Encourage advanced students to find and analyze other historical
speeches for tone comparison.

o Allow struggling students to paraphrase one line at a time before
writing their full rewrite.

o Provide vocabulary support for terms like majority decisions, iron, and
blood in historical context.

« Engagement ldeas:

o Hold a mini "speech rewrite contest" where students share their
modern versions aloud.

o Compare Bismarck's tone to modern political or motivational
speeches to highlight rhetorical strategies.

e« Extension Activities:

o Have students research the events of 1848-1849 to understand
Bismarck's reference to "mistakes."

o Ask students to write a reflection: "Is unity ever worth conflict?"

o Create a timeline showing how Bismarck's ideals led to German
unification by 1871.
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