Name

Compromise Across Time Answer Key

Look for responses that include:

e 1820 Context: Balancing free vs. slave states; preventing national conflict;
political agreement to keep Union together.

e Today's Meaning: Political parties must work together on issues such as
economy, rights, environment; disagreements remain strong; compromise
is still needed but often difficult.

e Comparison: In both eras, compromise is used to handle disagreements;
however, the specific issues and political pressures are different, and long-
term solutions may still not fully resolve tensions.

Answers will vary, but should show clear historical understanding and reasoning.
Teacher's Guide

« Review what made the Missouri Compromise temporarily effective yet
imperfect.

e Provide modern examples of compromise in government or communities.
o Facilitate a brief structured debate before writing.

Differentiation
« Allow brainstorming in pairs before independent writing.

« Challenge advanced learners to analyze whether compromise always
leads to justice.

Engagement Ideas

e Conduct a "Then vs. Now" timeline walk, placing student ideas on a
classroom wall.

e Allow students to share anonymous responses to spark discussion.
Extension Activities

e Students research one modern political compromise and present whether
it succeeded.

e Wirite a short editorial: "Is compromise the best solution for every issue?"
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