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Mexican Border Connections Answer Key

Note: Student answers will vary. Sample acceptable responses are provided.

1. Different landforms such as deserts, rivers, and mountains shape climate,
transportation, and dalily life. Some areas rely on river access while others
adapt to dry or rugged conditions.

2. Trade brings goods and jobs to both countries, supports factories and
businesses, and helps grow border cities.

3. Shared food, music, language, celebrations, and family ties connect
people in border cities.

4. The Rio Grande serves as a natural boundary that helps mark part of the
border between the two countries.

5. Benefits may include stronger economies, shared traditions, more job
opportunities, or easier travel between families.

6. Border cities often experience more cultural blending, higher levels of
trade, and more frequent international travel than inland cities.

Teacher's Guide

« Read the passage aloud once, then have students annotate key points
about geography, trade, and culture.

e Encourage students to answer with evidence from the text rather than
opinions alone.

e Discuss how geography and culture interact before students write their
answers.

Engagement Ideas
e Show a simple map of the Mexico-U.S. border and point out major cities.

e Begin class with a warm-up question: What do you know about borders and
why do they matter?

e Invite students to compare the border region to another world border they
have studied.
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