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A Memorial Day Speech Answer Key 
Expected Key Elements in Student Responses: 

1. Respectful tone that honors fallen soldiers and their families. 

2. Clear understanding of Memorial Day's purpose-honoring those who gave 
their lives in military service. 

3. Emotional and reflective language expressing gratitude, remembrance, 
and unity. 

4. Structured organization: introduction, body, and conclusion with smooth 
transitions. 

5. Strong closing message encouraging continued appreciation and 
awareness of sacrifice. 

 

Quick Tips for Differentiation: 

• Grades 8-9: Provide speech sentence starters or an example outline. 

• Grades 10-12: Challenge students to include rhetorical devices like 
repetition, imagery, or alliteration. 

• ELL Students: Allow them to brainstorm in their first language before writing 
in English. 

Engagement Ideas: 

• Host a "Remembrance Speech Showcase" where students present their 
speeches aloud or record them. 

• Play short clips of real Memorial Day speeches (e.g., by presidents or 
veterans) to inspire tone and structure. 

• Use background music or visual slideshows during presentations to build 
emotional connection. 

Extension Ideas: 

• Create a class anthology titled "Our Voices of Remembrance." 

• Encourage students to research a local memorial or veteran and dedicate 
their speech to that person. 


