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Figurative Dreaming Answer Key 
1. Repetition - The repeated phrase "Let freedom ring" builds rhythm, unity, 

and emotional power, reinforcing the idea of freedom spreading 
everywhere. 

2. Simile - Comparing justice to "waters" and righteousness to "a mighty 
stream" shows strength and natural flow, symbolizing unstoppable progress. 

3. Metaphor - "Rise up" compares the nation's awakening to a physical act of 
standing, symbolizing moral growth and action. 

4. Metaphor - Refers to a "high plane of dignity" to represent moral strength 
and discipline, elevating the movement's character. 

5. Metaphor - "Dark valley" and "sunlit path" symbolize struggle versus hope, 
showing the journey from injustice to equality. 

 

Teacher's Guide 

• Review examples of metaphors, similes, and repetition before reading the 
quotes. 

• Read each quote aloud to let students hear King's rhythm and emotion. 
• Discuss how figurative language makes speeches more memorable and 

moving. 

Differentiation: 

• Grades 6-7: Provide a mini word bank of figurative language types and effects 
(e.g., "inspires hope," "adds emphasis," "creates imagery"). 

• Grade 8: Challenge students to rewrite one quote using their own figurative 
language while keeping Dr. King's tone of hope and justice. 

• Advanced learners: Ask students to connect King's figurative style to 
persuasive techniques in modern speeches or media. 

Engagement Idea: Have a "Figurative Freedom Hunt": students listen to a short 
section of Dr. King's "I Have a Dream" speech and raise their hands when they 
hear a metaphor or repetition. 

 

 


