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Meaning Shift Lab Answer Key 
Sample Responses: 

1. little patience (negative), a little patience (neutral), the little patience 
(specific) 

2. little hope (negative), a little hope (neutral), the little hope (specific) 
3. little time (negative), a little time (neutral), the little time (specific) 
4. little effort (negative), a little effort (neutral), the little effort (specific) 
5. little progress (negative), a little progress (neutral), the little progress 

(specific) 

Tone explanation examples: 

• Negative: Suggests scarcity or lack (e.g., "little patience" implies almost 
none). 

• Neutral: Suggests a small but positive amount (e.g., "a little progress"). 
• Specific: Focuses on a defined or limited portion (e.g., "the little progress 

we made"). 

 

Teacher's Guide 

• Skill Focus: Builds awareness of how determiners like little, a little, and the 
little shift tone and meaning in subtle but powerful ways. 

• Differentiation Tips: 
o Provide sentence starters for students needing support (e.g., "There is 

___ time left to..."). 
o Challenge advanced learners to apply tone shifts in short creative 

writing pieces. 
• Engagement Ideas: 

o Turn it into a "Tone Detective" activity where students identify mood 
changes aloud. 

o Use group discussion to decide which version of each sentence 
sounds more hopeful or final. 

• Extension Ideas: 
o Ask students to find examples of each determiner use in a reading 

passage or online article. 
o Have them write a short dialogue where the same idea is expressed 

three ways with tone variation. 


