
Name ________________________________ 

© GetWorksheets.com 

Work Through Time Answer Key 
1. Workers faced long hours, unsafe machines, poor air quality, and low pay. 

2. Modern workplaces have safety laws, shorter hours, fair wages, and better 
working environments. 

3. Labor unions helped workers unite and demand fair treatment, leading to 
laws that improved working conditions. 

4. Labor Day honors workers' efforts and the progress made toward fairness 
and safety at work. 

5. (Answers will vary) Students may say they would want to improve safety, 
shorten hours, or increase pay. 

 

Teacher's Guide 

• Purpose: Builds comprehension, historical understanding, and critical 
reflection about the evolution of work and workers' rights. 

• Differentiation Tips: 
o Grades 5-6: Read the passage aloud and discuss key vocabulary 

(e.g., "Industrial Revolution," "labor union"). 
o Grades 7-8: Encourage independent reading and deeper analysis of 

how social change happens. 
o Grades 9-12 (Extension): Compare working conditions across 

countries today or research a current labor rights issue. 
• Engagement Ideas: 

o Create a "Then and Now" classroom display showing tools or jobs 
from the past versus today. 

o Hold a short debate: "Which job is harder-factory worker in 1850 or 
delivery driver today?" 

• Extension Ideas: 
o Have students write a short journal entry from the point of view of a 

child working in a factory during the Industrial Revolution. 
o Encourage students to research a major labor law (like the Fair Labor 

Standards Act) and share how it changed work in America. 

 

 


