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Chains To Change Answer Key 
A strong student response should: 

1. Accurately connect Juneteenth's theme of delayed justice or equality to a 
modern issue (e.g., civil rights, education, fair treatment, representation). 

2. Show understanding that Juneteenth is not only a celebration but a call to 
continue progress. 

3. Include thoughtful reflection-empathy, awareness, or a solution-oriented 
mindset. 

Example Response: 

Juneteenth reminds us that freedom must be protected and expanded for 
everyone. Even though slavery ended, inequality still exists today in areas like 
education and housing. Just like those who waited for freedom in 1865, people 
now continue to wait for fairness and equal opportunity. Juneteenth's message 
inspires us to speak out and take action until every person can truly share in the 
promise of freedom. 

 

Teacher's Guide: 

• Differentiation Tips: 

o Grades 9-10: Allow students to brainstorm as a group before writing 
independently. 

o Grades 11-12: Require specific evidence or data to support their 
connections. 

o Offer sentence starters or visual prompts (e.g., photos of Juneteenth 
celebrations, protest marches, or community gatherings). 

• Extension Activities: 

o Create a "Then and Now" display linking key events from Juneteenth's 
history to current social movements. 

o Have students write a letter to their future selves about the kind of 
change they hope to see in the world. 

 


