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Freedom’s Arrival Answer Key 
A strong student response will: 

1. Convey emotional depth - showing hope, endurance, or reflection. 

2. Use imagery (e.g., sound, light, movement) to make freedom feel real. 

3. Include themes of unity, resilience, and unfinished progress. 

4. Reflect thoughtfully on how poetic form can deepen understanding of 
historical events. 

Teacher's Guide: 

• Differentiation Tips: 

o Grades 8-9: Provide a list of emotion words (e.g., "hope," "fear," "joy," 
"relief") to guide expression. 

o Grades 10-12: Challenge students to experiment with line breaks and 
metaphors that show contrasting tones-sorrow and triumph. 

o Offer sentence starters like "Freedom felt like..." or "The air carried..." 
to support reluctant writers. 

• Engagement Ideas: 

o Play soft instrumental or gospel music as students write to inspire 
rhythm and emotion. 

o Conduct a poetry reading circle where students share their favorite 
lines aloud. 

o Display finished poems on a "Wall of Voices" for Juneteenth week. 

• Extension Activities: 

o Compare a student's poem with a historical speech or song from the 
emancipation era. 

o Have students record a spoken-word version with visuals or 
background sound. 

o Encourage creative pairings-art and poetry-to honor Juneteenth's 
message of resilience through expression. 


