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Industry Titans Answer Key 
• Carnegie Achievements: Revolutionized the steel industry, expanded 

U.S. infrastructure, promoted philanthropy. 
• Carnegie Controversies: Poor working conditions, anti-union practices, 

Homestead Strike violence. 
• Rockefeller Achievements: Created Standard Oil, improved business 

efficiency, funded education and research. 
• Rockefeller Controversies: Monopolistic control, elimination of 

competition, led to antitrust reform. 
• Reflection (varies): Accept answers that reference both progress 

(industrial growth, philanthropy) and problems (worker exploitation, 
monopolies). 

 

Teacher's Guide 

• Differentiation Tips: 

o Provide a vocabulary bank with terms like monopoly, philanthropy, 
and strike. 

o For visual learners, have students create a "pros and cons" list of each 
industrialist. 

o Encourage advanced students to include other figures, such as J.P. 
Morgan or Cornelius Vanderbilt. 

• Engagement Ideas: 

o Host a "Who Helped America Most?" classroom debate, where 
students defend one industrialist's impact. 

o Have students write a newspaper editorial either praising or criticizing 
Carnegie or Rockefeller. 

• Extension Activities: 

o Connect the topic to modern billionaires and discuss whether the 
"Gospel of Wealth" still applies today. 

o Assign a research task on how government regulations changed 
after public backlash to industrial monopolies. 


